
 



Rev  A Hervey, Nottingham Theatre – The Warning! 1865 

Who would be inside a building that is 

swarming with the lowest and filthiest of 

the people? The parent tossing on a 

sleepless pillow, instead of drawing around 

her child the peaceful curtain, or taking 

the parting kiss, the poor bird fascinated by 

the glitter of the Theatre will walk into the 

expanded jaws of the serpent …” 

 



“Never perhaps in the annals of theatrical 

triumphs was The School for Scandal or any 

other play better presented, or to a more 

brilliant assembly … 

 

The majority of the pit audience was 

composed of the sterner sex; and the gallery 

was as usual an omnium gatherum of the 

lower-classes – a party of bricklayers at the 

front being particularly conspicuous” 
 

 

Nottingham Journal, September 1865 
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Sources of data: 
 
Nottingham Journal 
Nottingham Daily Express (Nottingham 
and Midland Counties Daily Express from 
September 1861) 
Playbills 
Diaries 



Click on a venue, 
information will 
appear in the box 
below. 

Main map window.  
Initially displays locations of all venues. 

Blue slider 
bar zooms in 
on map 

Timeline – step through time by day, month and year to 
reveal where performances were occurring. PLAY button 
animates performances across through timeline. 

Display 
backdrop 
maps 
separately. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4eqbIpb8YEg 



Towards the Co-creation of a Digital Archive 
The Role of Horizon  



2014 - Animating the Archive  



2015  
Hidden Tales of the Theatre Royal  
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How do we manage and present  
152 years of heritage? 

 

FOUR KEY THEMES … 



Building the Theatre 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.picturethepast.org.uk/frontend.php?keywords=Ref_No_increment;EQUALS;DCHQ504664&pos=2&action=zoom&ei=2CSxVP6EDIvwUoyZhJAP&bvm=bv.83339334,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNFJsRsYis0kH_UAgCT-chEm1de7Mg&ust=1420981701198234


Pantomime 



Theatre Royal During the Wars 



Onstage and Backstage 
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Volunteer Led 

Archive Training 

Mark Dorrington  

Keeper of Manuscripts & Special Collections 
University of Nottingham 

 



Mark Dorrington 
 

Keeper of Manuscripts and Special Collections 
University of Nottingham 

 
 

 



Theatre Royal archives 



Theatre Royal archives 

• Theatre Royal and Concert Hall records from 1980’s onwards 

 Show files arranged by performance including contract, 

programme, press release, publicity materials, box office 

returns, photographs on disc 

 Press cuttings (date order) 

 Boxes of programmes 

 Rolls of Concert Hall posters 

 Contract files 

• Public donations of theatre memorabilia and programmes  

 

 



Cataloguing 

• Basic catalogue will be created on Excel of main series 

• More detailed cataloguing to support the project themes 

• Migration of discs 

 

 

 



Training at Manuscripts and Special Collections, 

King’s Meadow Campus 

• General introduction to archives and MSC 

• Care, handling and packaging of archives 

• Cataloguing of archives on Excel 

• Digitisation of archives and photographs 
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Volunteer Led 

Archive Training 

Oral History Training 

Colin Hyde 

East Midlands Oral History Archive 

University of Leicester 

 

 





Our Theatre Royal Nottingham 
Its Stories, People & Heritage 

Volunteer Led 

Archive Training 

Oral History Training 

Digital Archive 

Horizon Digital Economy Research 

 

 



2017-2019 Delivering an Experimental Digital Platform... 

...Supporting the co-creation of the Theatre Royal’s Digital Archive 
and potentially online activities.  
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Volunteer Led 

Archive Training 

Oral History Training 

Digital Archive 

Research Opportunities 

Theatres Trust, Rambert,  

Nottinghamshire Archives, Local Studies 
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Volunteer Led 

Archive Training 

Oral History Training 

Digital Archive 

Research Opportunities 

Public Events 
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Public Events 

Talks & Memory Afternoons 
Thursday 6 July    Monday 11 December 

Tuesday 24 April    Tuesday 23 October 

Heritage Open Day 
Saturday 2 March 2019 
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Volunteers 
 

Commitment 

A broad range of people 

Experience not required 



Our Theatre Royal Nottingham 
Its Stories, People & Heritage 

David Longford 

Creative Learning Manager 
 

david.longford@nottinghamcity.gov.uk 

0115 9895531 

mailto:david.longford@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

